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RE: Robert and Karen Thompson Chair in International Agricultural Economics 

I am pleased to recommend Dr. Channing Arndt for appointment as the Robert and Karen Thompson Chair in 
International Agricultural Economics in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Purdue University. This 
recommendation follows a rigorous internal selection process and is supported by exceptionally strong and 
consistent external evaluations. 

Dr. Arndt is an internationally distinguished scholar whose work aligns precisely with the purpose of the 
Thompson Chair: excellence in international agricultural economics, with particular strength in trade, 
development, and comparative agricultural policy. He currently serves as Director of the Global Trade Analysis 
Project (GTAP) at Purdue, a globally recognized platform for quantitative analysis and policy engagement. His 
leadership of GTAP further strengthens Purdue's international visibility and influence in global economic and 
agricultural policy research. 

Dr. Arndt's scholarly record is extraordinary. With more than three decades of experience, he has produced a 
substantial body of highly cited research addressing global trade, agricultural development, poverty alleviation, 
climate change, and food systems resilience. Reviewers consistently emphasize both the quality and policy 
relevance of his work, noting his ability to combine rigorous analytical frameworks with strong global 
engagement and demonstrated leadership in major international research initiatives. 

The external evaluations converge on a clear conclusion: Dr. Arndt is a scholar of the highest international 
standing and an outstanding fit for the Robert and Karen Thompson Chair. His appointment would further 
strengthen Purdue's leadership in international agricultural economics and global development scholarship. 

I recommend Dr. Channing Arndt for this appointment with the strongest enthusiasm. 
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